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10 June 2010
The Chairman

Central Service Committee

AA Victoria

1st Floor, 36 Church Street

RICHMOND.   VIC  3022

Dear Kevin,

We refer to our previous correspondence, regarding the court action being taken against members of Alcoholics Anonymous by two employees of AA Victoria, without any authorisation or consultation with their employer.  We note your claim that this action has been taken by individuals.  However, there appears to have been no attempt whatsoever to resolve the situation and, the fact remains, Alcoholics Anonymous has been mentioned in court documents.  We repeat, we consider this to be a serious and wilful breach of their duties as trusted servants of the Fellowship.
We also refer to the previous concerns, as described in our open letter to Southern Region groups dated 4th May 2010:

· Refusing groups entry to your meetings book and a vote at the CSO Delegates meeting
· Receiving large amounts of money through an outside source and providing inaccurate information to groups regarding this matter.
· Dictating to groups what they may call themselves and censoring information included in group flyers.
· Agreeing to participate in a Unity Working Party, consisting of members of Southern region Areas and the CSO, agreeing to recommendations made by this working party, then changing the recommendations without consultation with other members of the working party, and presenting your own set of recommendations at the CSO delegates meeting.  

We are aware that you claim these matters have been satisfactorily addressed.  However, this is not the case.  
We were further dismayed to learn of the involvement of your office in the attempt to eject legitimately elected Area C Southern Region committee members from their positions at the scheduled Area Assembly on Sunday 30th May, and to have Area funds transferred to your office.  There was apparently no notice of motion to dismiss this committee and it has been verified that the majority of those present were not, in fact, GSRs authorised by their groups to vote.  
This attack on the General Service Structure, combined with the previous actions of your committee and employees, has resulted in the General Service Board of Alcoholics Anonymous Australia agreeing that the following action will be taken.
Your office is denied permission to use registered trademark 542465 (the words ‘Alcoholics Anonymous’) legally owned by the General Service Board of Alcoholics Anonymous Australia and that these words must be immediately removed from their company name and all associated documentation.  The appropriate amendments must be made with the Australian Business Register and with the Australian Taxation Office.  

Your office is denied permission to use all other registered trademarks legally owned by the General Service Board of Alcoholics Anonymous Australia, as listed below and that these trademarks must immediately be removed from all documentation currently in use by your office.

Trademark #542464


Trademark #548634
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Trademark #618940
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You are formally notified that the National Office staff have been instructed to cease selling Conference approved literature to Melbourne Central Service Office effective immediately.  You are requested to make immediate payment for literature supplied recently.
Kell Cheevers

Chairman

General Service Board of Alcoholics Anonymous Australia


The Logo in the top left hand corner and the words ”Alcoholics Anonymous” are the registered Trademarks of the General Service Board of Alcoholics Anonymous, Australia

